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battle of loos

25 September 1915

THE CHANGE OF FOCUS TO THE WESTERN FRONT

lihecieSplekaincilisiraivie L otiitlne . RS s 1 antismylainEiionas
demanded a change of focus, a major effort in the
e SicyiweiSIsEln T e af. - he Wil e 5\n bhie reit ore|  aamnichielet
a significant joint offensive that the French
Gemnecaanisisss el Jiosdxel | paonisedewould ‘compel
chich fGetsmeiSiciomz eiphit-aellitior the " Meuse | andipuebabihy
end the war . The British sector centred on the
mining region of Lods.

OnZ25semiteimble s long linegyet British infantiy
advanced on heavily defended German positions

in and arounc the small coalmining town of Loos,
SaEhCIlielEsarN o T T et Indus v ialya rea '0 Tl noxnvElershe
Hoaceiiineleftivelckiiwas. preceded by an ar thtlilie sy
bombardment that began on 21 September. Aftex
nuch agonised debate, chloxrine gas and smoke was
GSenErasclaSiSREEEOIN 2 sl lon) thellmorning iof the
iDiinicicieiiRValeligieiciibion! Wl sk finaldy' reachediiinfoxdes
to compensate foxr what Sir Douglas Haig, Commandex
Pirst Army, whose men would execute the adavance,
clonisildierSeidb SRR IChiein el DRl e/ i S U 0,0 10k e ) [ 5hS
was the first time the British would use gas,as

i\ Sloona) ksl | [plalE) Edlerslintalzhrals

1 G. Géawigan, .1oos 101%9: BHe -Unwanted Battle (Stroud, 2006), 8.
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Loos |was not a battle of Britain's choosing.

ISeiRv eSOl ehitiliin® suppolt | of Frenchifopelsai

in Axtois and Champagne. Politically, it was .
Llplohsviaseirha e Bailitialin was seen htlel betinpils &
ckdllip o NS Up p'osio of her French ally. y i

Thel British Expeditionary Foxrce would attack
Origiiiidle ] ronithlessending from i[the
La Bassée Canal to Loos.

Atlithel outset Haig had serious reservations about 'thel proposead
EEEChEE Ve e Ecrimantidefence’s | ovekooke'd "thel Brilvmslitehtionic
Minesalong its fulllllength, and the ground betweenl waslopen,
devoida of cover, and studded with industrial buildings and mine
workings, which presented a difficult challenge to Haig’s First
BN clicicvant agelnashifegané s ithel Lools hatitllefieddiiweisiicHie ity

walthssthellGerman  defendexrs. The advance, would bedmadesby siiz

divisions, with three in reserve, supported by ovemlone hundred

heavy guns.’

iieERGEic IiinEit oncle sincludediithreel|Regulaxr i onell|Teniviom it
Porce and two Few Army divisions — 9th and 15th (Scottish)
Divisions.* Thirty-six battalions, half the numbexr which
ElUNte ip eiveldiiinS theNopeningt sitageBilot " thel battle, weZeWiTom
Scottish regiments.’ In total, over 303000 Scots would take
ReisvEsiaE Chiefeitivalclsimolsit ise T vings rinysehe o |Eitchenex Divisions,
clemmlicnen teGMibyalIc oxe ot Lreguliaiisio ldie s, anditerritorials,
representing communities from across Scotland.® The ranks of
ClelClesibENa TENSIOnER I e pelsent ativielNodifeachhliof’ ' the ten Scottish
infantry regiments, were not exclusively ¥Scobtish . The Jciiy
and Scotland’s martial traditions had broad appeal. But, the

disproportionate numbexr of Scots whouwent ovexr,the top at 6.30

gim.t'on 125 Septembexr 1915 lensured Loos Wwould be xemembered as
a Scottish battle.

Ibid.
#bhid, 15
T. Royle, The Plowexs of the Forest (Bdinbuigh, 2007,
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Ibid, 86.
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porp. A CRAWFORD.  LuCorsl. A. BURKE.
_ Mrs Crawford, 82 Pargher Street, Parkhead,
has received officisl intimation of the death of
her Corporal Androw Crawlord 10th
L‘ﬁn{n sction in Eranco of Septemnbor 29:
Eérpon 1 Crawford, who was 20 years of age.
J » fuw da e declaration of waty |
Templeton's ||
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battle of loos

DUNDEE'S CONTRIBUTION

Dundee- s contribution -to the Battle of Loos was
remarkable. The war exacted a hielgiviyaetiofifiomiiisine
GESCVTERDcE S moxe (than, that ' paid byplanywheser elise
ESaaNS e o olifchaciSBivatC el Armi 'Sl clel | some  |SiXity—thkEcehypet
clenitgensaiNoNiel ment hiddWise »ve d 'wil thi'the colioiialss
and ovezr 4,000 made the ultimate sacrifice.” This
gontribuwedlto one offthe highest casualty xates
in Scotland.

Howevex, Dundee’ s experience of the Great War has become
Synonynousywittithe nfate  of its Texrxitorial Foxee battalion,
4th Black Watch, ‘Dundee’s Own’'. The battalion was recruited
almost excl u»LVOLy Eneiungie chendeire semieids all il ranksilen

g #1'e)

local sociletys; ity represented a Scottish city at war .
On' leavimg@topsithe’ Txont on 24 PFebruary 1915, with a strengthll
O eIl OSEMIGOOMaNN Sranlssyl an axticlein the dlocall press aiﬂﬁrea,
that  ‘in'a very special sense 4th Black Watch, is Dundee’ s
HeeamemupRlaric NN c a raelSw L th [iits the® honousgiof the towne '\ This
SpelChenEinrEime ciymotideltertiionship (was, inlithie minds of ‘the people
whioisinesmisiaelistinelci SIroEN hours - to bid farewell 'to.the| soléiless
as in successive detachments they marched to entrain’.? This
closeness helps explain how the fate of 4th Black watch shapead
Dundee’s collective memory. The battalion had already lost
heavily at Neuve Chapelle and aubers Ridge earlier in 1915,
bieiioketin il iR oiclomicE bt ciion Stiopithie iBatitil e of I Looks'.

Belonging to the Baxreilly Brigade, 7th Meexut Division of-the
Indian Army Corps, 4th Black Watch was part of a diversionary
attaeckintepdeadlos adoaw) Germahtreserves from the daistriets
east of Loos.™

People’s Journal War Supplement, 16 May 1925, 3.

8 A. 3. Wauchope, 4 History of the Black Wwatch in the Great Wax,

Vol. II (London, 1926j), 3.

Pcoplc 5 Journal, Saturday, 27 February 1915, Q9.

< O

10 A. G. Wauchope, A History of the Black watch in the Great Wwai,

Tol. IIaghondon,t 1926y ¥ Th4




8 battle of loos

e s el ol o the gttack’ a minellwas
Geipgial e aunaes the Geixman front dline’ ag
B8 aim. | This was followed by a ‘terrific
bombardment’ of eneny peésitions, 'ang gas
and colouxed smoke was released, making
i 'impossible to see more than a few
yards in front of our own parapet’.

The attack was launched at 6.00 a.m. on 25 September. ‘Dundee’s

Own’ made sitceldiiiipogcssllacros st o Man’'s Land but had Yoyt Il gy

e trenches when they were met with a steady fire from
‘nes.




| battle of loos

Sergeant Thomas Bowman, 4th Black Watch, who had been awarded
the Distinguished Conduct Medal for gallantry at Neuve Chapelle, in
Py - o - 2 Co 4 ", L s > - 2 1 .
Menehl, "doubleaMacross 1a battlefield, |swept by riflegficce . "Hellwzome,

‘It was a very hazy morning and you couldn’t see far
ahead. We had to keep clese together to keep in touch

with each other’.!!

He had only gone a shoxrt distance when he encountered his
brothexr, Sergeant John Bowman, whose right leg had been
shiatitered by a bullet. The brothexrs shook hands and Bowman
resumed the advance. Both men suxrvived the battle but John
Bowman’ s leg would be amputated'as a result of his wounds. =
‘Stand after stand was made, the men of the 4th
. e g ’ Y O
halting and firing as they retired .'> Bowman wrote, lien
were falling thick. I realised we would have to retreat.
I junmped into the open with the intention of making a
race for our own trenches. Immediately there was a burst

of fire... Afterwards we realised how serious were the

losses sustained by the 4th Black Watch’ .

Corporal William Linton Andrews, a D.C. Thomson journalist,
J | L ’ SRR Dl g Y (it ol | e
gndiloriedot Dundee s remowned . BightenWriters , took!pant/iin

the charge.

‘Our Companies moved steadily into the enemy’s front
line. Those Germans who survived surrendered in
batches. liost of them were young and well built,

but pale compared with our weather beaten veterans’ .?

11 The Couxriex and Advexrtiser, Saturday, 28 Septembexr 1933, 4.

12/ Thel Couriexr, Monday, 18 October 1915, 4.

i

15 A. &., Wauchope, ‘B History of the Blackfwatch in the &Great Wair, Vels T

(Mondon, ML.9260 4. 20.
The Couxrier and Advertiser, Saturday, 28 Septembexr 1933, 4.

=

The Evening Telegraph, londay, liay 1936, 3.
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The 4th Black Watch captured the German front line and support
tEenches, thut sthe Brigade’s flanks were unprotected and the men
were subjected to increasingly heavy German artillery fire and
counter—attacks. '
Lieutenant=-Colonel Haxrxy WalkKexr, 4th Black Watch, oxrdexred his
battalion to consolidate the captured trenches, but the
situation had become cxritical.

The 4th Black Watch had lost almost half its strength and most
of “the! officers were killed oxr wounded. In an effoxt, to hasten
reinfoxcements, Colonel Wwalkexr attempted to xreach Brigade
Helglqazceesylibutiitel i mortally wounded .. The|lba ticalioniiwas
Torced to'withdraw from its forward positions.

PERENISERRID |8 0y e cord's ! that | 41h!! Blaelsywe s ch
icicaisiomiesi initwyacit Lon with 21w oflicemsiamnc
about 450 men. Casualties amounted to 20
SEMEENNS . and somel 280 othei ranks, Eililea
woundéed anG missing.

inesraci 'thadohonly tone officer returned. unwounded! meanpifiige

account of the battle was largely pieced togethexr from
information supplied by non-commissioned officers.
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\-uu ‘Do“ﬁa?hnA

PURE HELL

To ' the south, Scdtland’s two Few

Army Divisions would take a leading
Haides in the main assault. The 9t
(Bcottish) Division:was Gasked with
@Dt IEa Sie - 1 e sy Qlitnlte agv il ¥ G e Tenae o
Germaptpesitions  beginning with Jthe

S D aelisiieliHoh e niz o e nilR e §

o N - 3 o ’
Only two hundred yards from the Scots trenche

ToomurhicGermanititizont 1ine, The, Rg&oubt had. a

e ’ _ 5 4 -
oveiNoFMant ISR iana b oth g@ogth™and Sejithe ' Tol,t
Brilgadeliicomprising the W0th Highland 'Light 1

, . ’ o - - .

Eing S I@Wwn''Scottish*Boraexexs, Wwithyoth Canex
Highland Light Infantry in close support, came
machine gun five as soon as the leading batta

swthe parapet. Finding the German barbed wize i

casualties mounting, there was no option but

11
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battle of loos

Some few days later

. " . > . ’ 'l . N
EU0 Vet el UEINeRIe NN, (60 Eing s Own Scotlifish Borderezrs,  Wiolle

[To Lo eeksckSinDamteile s Hom hospitaliiing Norwich, deseczitbibas
his expexriences.

‘I was shot three times, twice, in the 'lelt leg and through
pIERNINCERPNCHICIIGICERaT S e d 2l ‘'veny tnypemwalt ime oL |iil. Towas
EEcEscH cHRRRIIR Aol it ny. tine had¥cone. ..+ The elne e
dead men everywhere, and the groans of the wounded were
ey AL I

Private |McMinn sexved alongside his brothexr, Corporal Charles
who was to become one of the many hundreds repoirted
slativeinclieRibaiviiiel.
LI - - o ) 3 .
I have been asking all the wounded men of our battalion
if they knew anything about Charlie, but I have not heaxd
EimaasiainiessierNHER Mol i Sbiesiall 1 Nzt . (It 15 | 1o, belhioped isiok
You wikingial IS have | vo keeps your theants up andrlook foz
g 0 e
wiE 19 E ol
- k3 . s k3 b ' - 5 . s s ¥ e U
Despite his brothexr s optimism, Coxpoxral Charles Nchinn would
5 A o o S Pld ’
be numbered with ovexr two hundred men of the 6th King s Own
Scottish Borderexs killed in action on 25 Septembexr 1915.
16 Dumfries and Galloway Standard and Advexrtiser, Wednesday, 6 Octobexr 1Qi5, 3.

17, Ibid

15
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THE DEAD LYING FIVE DEEP

Opposite the Hohenzollexn Redoubt, 26th Brigade, consisting

of the 5th Cameron Highlanders and 7th Seafoxrth Highlanders,
supported by 8th Black watch and 8th Gordon Highlandexrs, would
also encounvez! silgnificant ZeShstance. Lochiel’s 5th Camerons and
the 8th Black Watch came under close machine gun fire from the
left flank and suffexred heavy casualties. Private James Laidlaw,
5th Cameron Highlandexs, @& native of Penpont iniDuniriesshire,

4

wrote a short account of the action.
O bl o1 e 1 -1l 2 2 o § e 23 ANk N Y LA RS
We lost heavily during the advance. When we started we were
1,100 strong. We returned with 261. So that will give you

an idea of what we had to face. It was a leiirible isceéne on

the battlefield. Thesnoise ! of the shellsibursiting anaiiie
Cilics of [the woundedliwere iteixiriblel o bliils vicnitioLM UNTEchicH)
we occupied on our left flank had been strongly protected
with barbed 'wire entanglements, andéd scoxres of oux \brave
Camekdons, we el 'slainuheire ..l UIalliSome Ipillace St ticeMdicialdist erie
1yimg)five deep' — Camerons! omthe top, of GermansHancGeamends
onmrhiefiitop of |Canezons. MG was, awiul | tol mazchlo veE e
bodies of ouxr own comrades, but we had to go i
.

Private Robext Blelock, 8th Black watch, writing to friends
andpFanalygiin Perth, wecalled 'that, apthelmomnen tihimsEsbiakoiteEtion:

i a1 9

N 2 S - - o - ‘&
aavanced it seemed as 1f hell had been let loose .*°

THE BIG ADVANCE

Meanwhile, on the right, 7th Seafoxrth Highlandexrs and 8th Goirdon
Highlandexrs made steady pirogress. Describing ‘the big advance ,
a Glencaple soldier remarked on how the 8th Gordons ‘pushed
forward to . gain more ground, and went as if on DEE I CRp
Witk

sout .

ob je

the

fize

T
WO



By 9.30 aem. the 7th Seaforths had successfully-made contacth
with the 8th Black Wwateh to the immediate left,yand 26th BEigdde
was holding the Dump, Fosse No. 8 and the Corons — @ lairge
slagheap, pithead and small coalmining village.

;

Bl cn e Lvenpiol tol exploit 26th' B:lgade’b success, 9th Cametonians
and 1lth Highland Light Infantry, both 28th Brigade, wexe
ordexred to launch a further attack on the 9th (Scottish)
Division s left front position at 12.15 p.m.
The situation was no different than it was at 6.30 a.m., anda as
Slelon' laisl i hetssiign o uMbattalilonsiilef t (their trenches| thellmeniiiiere
subjected to heavy zrifle and machine gun fire. Some seven officexrs
gnd 2355 lguheEiittaniceivere) killed as' the attenpt | collapsgd. tlide
divisional resexve, Z7th Brigade, was ordered forward in support
of the increapingly hard-pressea Highlanders still: holding
hard-won defensive positions around Fosse No. & and the Corons.
The resexvelSbattalions of 27th Brigade, comprising 1lth and
12th Royal 'Seots, 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers, and 10th Axrgyll
Ena S urhieEERotnaEEi sl ilandle s ffound ,progress difficult. Thellmen
soon discovered that ‘all the carefully ardwn=up| plansjjfozisriie
regulation of traffic in the communication trépches broke dow,
daring heCiT eSS o TMbiERtilfe s ianal ithe s aavdnce, to; ithe “fronttilline
was a dreadful nightmare. FNot only wexre the troops exhausted by
the halts which they wexre compelled to make every few minutes,
owing to wounded men pushing their way down the same trench,
but they suffered many casualties i om the shells with which

2l

the enemy spiinkled ouxr hinterland .

3 o 3 LRAN S . LA o e 1S - ¢ .
Onfinaiiiiicaiciinaiofilian s s hand,s 27 thilBrigadell | camefunde® a8

GET-Ui Mo T bullets’ from the high' gzound  to . the left. Despite
their losses, 11th and 12th Royal Scots established contact
with 26th Brigade by 11.00 a.m., and wexre advancing against the
village of Haisnes. But it was too late. German reinfoxrcements
had been brought foxrward, and by dusk the Royal Scots’ position
Rain was falling heavily as the exhausted
s0ldiers withdrew to the area around Fosse Fo. 8.

oway Standard and Advertiser, Wednesday, 6 Octobexr 1015, 3.
anes Post, Thursday, 21,0ctobexr 1915, 2.
ay, 6 Novembexr 19015, 8.

Dumfries and Sa

S
9 The Yvening T

es and Galloway Standard and Advertiser, Satus

20 Dumfs
P 11 "Scbip @O 4—1919, Vol I (Edinburgh, 1925), 188.
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HILL 70

Purthexr south, 15th (Scottish) Division had ordezss:

To aavance neérly five
miles, taking two villages
grigsat: least thriee
WEmsl= o vhlled i trench

Do s .. . 'a) [aifficult
task even fozx

d A ‘
Fll= 5685 0NCa TLO0DS o i

.

The Division s objectives included Loos village and Hill 70, a
natusgliiteatuze, which, although only sevemty metres above sea
levell,dominated the battlefield. Chloxine gas was dischaxrged at
5.50 @.m.'in support of the infantxry assault scheduled to start
at 6.30 a.m.

Gas had proven to be a less than reliable weapon, but

15th (Scottish) Division wexre slightly moxre fortunate than
mnos Vet hetswindshillowing ! in moxel o@filess the corzect
direction, carrying the gas towards the German lines.?

oualiln ivifegusediiconfiision in thelll eading| wanks of  46th | Brigaael;
on, the left of 15th (Scottish) Division s allotted front.

22 J. Stewart and J. Buchan, The Fifteenth (Scottish) Division
1 Lalg, =Ll 4 P

(Bdinbux

23 G. Go
24 People

gan, Loos

15: ‘The Unwanted Battle (Stroud, 2006) 69.
s Journal, Saturday, 27 FKovembexr 1015, 1.
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Here, Piper Daniel Laidlaw, 7th King s Own Scottish
BoZderers, would receive a Victoria Cross foxr an act of
remarkable bravery.

In an intexview with the Dundee People’b Journal, Laidlaw

described an explosion which sent a gas cloud back

towards the Hing’s Own Scottish Borderers +trenches.
‘You've seen skittles go toppling and
staggering in all directions when a ball hits
them; foxr a moment it was like that with my
company, andé then a voice rang out,
“For God’s sake, Laidlaw, pipe ‘em together!”
It was the voice of Lieutenant Young, and

somehow or othex I got a breath of clean aix
into my lungs, and 1

5 s - ’ :
Regimental MMarch .°*

T8, oL .~_;"
stiruck up the Borderers




Daspite the.'gas, snmokes and, htavy Jerman rifle and
machine gun fire, Laidlaw calfnly, mountediithe parﬁpet
playing ‘Blue Bonnets over the Border . His examplesd
raplied, tde .7 0h Eing's wn Scottish Borderers ‘and
25

4 " - ~ J N
Rt (them gacdng ke madSovalas (those imaEEts

Recalling t e, Laidlaw mentioned

‘ g :
Thgge (Was - spokeleveg\Wine 29 e G ik oy
sizd] g gt h=h Gl el Bl -t WEL e Ve il Tieby e
ground squirted hell-fire on every side as the .

big, shelds: bussthiis

Piper Laidlaw was wounded twice in the advance, but
only sought treatment aftexr his battalion was in the

biiEd Flind LodwGeiman flgenclie s

‘Funny, butehaining ween it aphlla’u wasn’ b

worrying a bit about ggtting*plgggpdAagain,;.-_*,hqmdﬂ
Ut Isiemembexr+'feelinglhorribly afratdlial

bullet- mightiipuncture Lhe bag,' andssoy put sthe

pipes out of.action’ .

RDC 1 [LalGdaidwes alOn yearrolawrt iIme=eXkpised
soldier. On the outbreak of war he was married with
B - Gh idren, 'fand employear gs ' Warehouls ding niEEiNT
e iek Co-Operative Society. Whilst) ¢ohgchousioH
g dmmitments, (1ike meny othajps kel wastiiCansiin
volunteer and ‘do his bit'.

a = ;. = L1l i i cddi s "3
the 'missus I couldn 't stick at jhomes
to be ottt “1n! Fiemce, and in iihe Al







co¥righ  gohcher
é%#;%@%@&Lk%E@mt

The 46th Brigade had made good progress. Many men of 7th
Iing’s Own. Bobttish Bordexgysl. 10 Dare rofignsy s ang At
Highland, Lighp (JInfahtoryyoed-Heemigasaet betawe [ Lgapiiig
their own trenches, but by 7.00 a.m. all three battalions
were successfully through the German front lines. However,
the losses were heavy. P "

Bijvsye . Thomag!| Bilsseit y s 21N Wrghiang. Li2hin I anies

writing from hospital at Shorncliffe, explained how ‘he
was hit on the left breast by a bullet, which went through
five rounds of cariridges, a little gift Testament, and a
notebook which he carried in his pocket, but *did him no
injuxry. The butt of his rifle was also shatlered, and his

=
watch smashed .28 \

Private Wilfred Stanley Devey, a young Walsall soldiex
serving with the same battalibn, desciibed how ‘bullets
were whistling all round... it was awful to see your
conrades falling, some never to rise again’.29




KILT AND JACKET COMPLETELY RIDDLED

b A Y 3 4 5 ’ - = o Ol 2
th ' (Bleobtish) Division s xight, 44th Brigade i
Seaforth Highlanders and 9th Black Watch, suppoxrt
Cameron Highlanders with 10th Gordon‘Highlandexs

Lo

aavanced on the German front-line {trenches. ot

Recounting the opening moments of the attack, an
serving with 8th Seafoxrths wrote, A

‘What a hail of shell and bullets! The Germar

range Yo a nicety; and burst high explosive
Shi¥apnceiseebalaciinh afdieliige . 0f couxrselthey

they could not help making hits among us; but nothing
could stop the elan ofi that charge foxr which the officexrs
and men of the 8th Seaforth Highlanders had made up theixr
nindsess Down went one officer, another, and yet anothex,
anciNSEENIBENGIICE  emeiinde s \dlregec and cheered thieymemnfon.

Inlperfeect order, their lines extended and unbroken) oux

’
nenscEicieaihems Gernan wite ..« |[No Uzoopsiicould face ftlaah

4 ’ 5
awful chaxrge .%°

Sexr ITisbet, 8th Seafoxrths, wrote to his 'mother in

Caxronshoxe, informing hexr he was wounded and in hospital at
Livexrpool.

- o oL E 3 o 4 5 rr 2 L ] | B oy 9 <
lissatiaciEcH SR lataiarins i T ol| ble’ \domne, Simply|ask theyHighland
BritaacieilivofdlosEFtiiRand ‘che thing 'is all rightl; Ilian

3 UL ) b B g A = N |2 LI
speaking about the whole Highland Brigade of course .°°

Fisbet gave clear indication of the severity of the fighting.

g > > ol . - v P P -
There are very few of our battalion left... My kilt-and
jacket wexre completely riddled with shrapnel and shot,

s

ekl 1) - er a? A=
gndmuwilli®¥need af new i suit  to come home in .°°

The Newcastle Daily Journal and Courant, Saturday, 235 Octobexr 1015, 3.

0

Gt

The Wwalsall Advertiser, Saturday, 16 October, 1015, 5

Dumfries and Galloway Sawurday Standard, Saturday, 6 Fovembexr 1015, 8.
The Palkirk Herald and Scottish Midlands Jouxrnal, Saturday, 16 Octobexr 1915, 5.
The Pallsivk Hexald ané Midlkemds Journal, Saturday, 9 Octobex 1015, 6.
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i

WIVES, MOTHERS, SWEETHE%FTS J

On the Seafoxth’s right, 9th Black Waﬁgh also enoountexred

Gle temminecilopposiitdon. i FEormed, in eaxly| September 10 Ld s owiniBIlaCi
flatch recruited from across Scotlahd as well as the traditional
Black Watch recruiting areas of Fife, Dundee, Angus and Pexrth.

Many volunteexs came from Lanaxkshire, with distinct groups
from Lancashire and South Wales. The batitalion’s first objective
was the heavily defended Lens Road Redoubt. Major John Stewaxrt,
second-in-command of the battalion, had taken an opportunity
0

I L

a
to suxvey the battlefileld some days bef

ie.

¢ o 3 o L I - L #0 s 9 N -
The (Gezmanfiwire "1is damned strong and will take sonecrossing

y e s 2 1N '8 . - 3 ST oy s L
biutii TN ORMSTREAIEmE Chictne willl ((be viery muchillefit of litihwilenifonce
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: ,
we get to work with ouxr guns .

The, menNomNgiinlBlack Watch awaited™ the ordexr to advanees.

‘Prior to getting over the parapet... many of the men, in the
knowledge of what lay before them, but confident and cheerful,
brought out the portraits of their nearest and dearest = wives,
mothers, sweethearts, as the case might be . - and said to each
other as they gazed upon the faces that were an incentive and
inspiration, “Better let’s us have a last look at them, boys”’ .
At 6.30 a.m., the men received word to ‘mount the parapet'.

i ’ 2 g ﬁ N N ~
Thedbatvaliion s War Diaxry descxribes the '‘attack on' the Geiman

RGNt i 1inef.

ThesBattalion gallantly chaxrged ¥out of ouxr trenches;iand
- ) N ; peyi 3
cEp e diiitiicliernemylchfirisidildnelllii fenche s | The Mpofetil on
> o = 91 ) el S B i Ty = el LI )
of enemy s line allotted to the Battalion was extremely
St rong Mot d@eelisRalitie s liere wexne far heavier | than anylothes

Battalion loflithe Brigade."Between our own trenches' and
iCleNRGle AmanitilteRiencll 6 'Uficelr s \weze kil lledy i one: mozxta ity

wounded and about 100 Other Ranks killed.

Three of fouxr 9th Black wWwatch company commanders wexre killed
in the opening moments of the action. Major Michael william
Henderson, joint agent of the Linlithgow branch of the

Commercial Bank, was moxrtally wounded. His last woxrds to his
company were ‘Keep going’.“ Majoxr o a e janile nitis kil S
diaxyy, describing®thé costly struggle foxr the 9thiBlack Watch’s
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first objectives. ‘The enemy’s machine guns got to work and our
nmen deroppeaiarenttandiilefc, gputy they nevexr wayezeatsior cidsec aomngy
onNian'e yRemnic, Sl i riel afitie Ml inle, [t in#o andil'ome ) thiel Geiiman Edo ni
Iine #renches,Fon into the sccond 'and third lines ‘and ibang ¥ ieo
Loos itself, nothing stopped them; it was a perfectly magnificent
shom but alas, alas, it was only a xemnant of a Pegiment’.“
jnifenivienant=Colione ' Six John! Burnett-Stlazl,  sexving Wi Bkaiicie
Eemieksail RS TOMcelsicrid b e ditehie Vadarance lofil S thy Bla ¢l Weait chisaic B tiie
finest sight he had ever seen.’” ‘It seemed 1 polsSibeeliitiofsie SHiiatAe
jgieipiiviie Sefiline SSof [discipifined sSoldiers had sbieen,Stiielve

SRR HS iC R b e £y | a lpngRae 21 1 cilvilians, IPerfect | ISE SRl nNEIe

R ewElitieic e og 6 Le Sigl of'lithie \heavy fire which| swepit fthellgieuna

oviex) which they had to cross. Thexe was no shouting ox huxriy;
S . A S A o L B s L s Dk
URelnemin e el inl lquic kit ime, lipiecking | up \thelir Frateyailcily ol =y L sial, i ot

4 20 oy i
on a ceremonial parade .%°

' \\é M*A s o, /'DA&A

%W

Rl

Black Watch Castle and Museum, B#A 0171 Majox

Stewart, Diary, 21 September i0i5
Wednesday,i6 February TOTESEIN
Vol. III(Zondon, »1928) 24,

J.
The Pexrthshire Advertiser and Strathmore Herald,

A.G. Wauchope, A history of the Black Wwatch in the Great Waxr,

o " Y PR YT B A AN~ EE & Y ER. Y - @ P T, 1 1 h!
Black Watch Castle and Museum, B#wA 0171 Majoxr J. Stewaxrt, Diaxry, 30 Sepiembexr 1915.

A.G. Wauchope, A history of the Black Wwatch in the Great wWwar, Vol. II1 (London, -i0Z26GHY d2d.

Ibid
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HTER AND THE BLOOD

e tiaE ound| 7. 25 @ .m. | ThedldeplieteatorhiBillaels
Seaforth Highlanders, now supported by Til Cameron
4

LI

ae ‘Shiny Seventh *° y, fought their way through
aiceieldiviane ing ivaiEiva i ons| enc ounyer cd Eicks e eI G e znth
sulting in a desperate hand=-to-hand struggle to
. Writing to a friend in Warwick, an officexr with
iment gave a graphic account of the battle.

hier and blood, blood, blood everywhere was

R g fSilpck  to 1. Isaw wondezfudiiine ¢ on 'sms

WIEME O s hicy wellliSir ool * The | wholllelll thing NS GE eiliy

Seasipirort=vhelienoqmnous ' ishe I'l 8 | and 'l e xploiS iicn SWoOE

, the flying earth, the shaking and concussions,
the falling houses, the terrible shrieks and cries and

3 curses and cheers, and the mad rushing forwaxd, the
horrible sights and corpses... I am on the awful job

1. N > Y ) = ) R R L N 2 ’
to=day of writing home to my dead and wounded men s

\ I =LIRHE
mothers and people.

Tniaiitile pipealibIor hii s\ ifiathe s | in Sanquhaz, | Peivate W. Wl lJohnstony

TthgCameronsyrecalled sthe fight| foxr the 'village.
‘When we came to the first house in the village of Loos we
iR TIncEACE G L, land  the ! sexrgeant had! aiipeep fFholiamt
SRkl S IS TICRRENBINN II0)L soonet 'had, he' 'his lhead¥round fvhamn
he made a dive back again. A German in the house had a pop
e Y SR als Nt long until we had them all out of that
house. Two oxr three bombs soon settled them. We went right
through the village, clearing the Germans out of FEOUIE
thelend ‘ot helivillagelwe  fiound, thatlone of :thel houses|was

inhabited by two Prench people, an old man and woman. They
gave us a gxeat welcome,: shook us by the hand, and said

“ ’ . 144! | )
Brave I Ecossais . They were overcome with joy. *
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A HAIL OF LEAD

By 8.20 a.m., Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Owen Lloyé of Minard,

commanéing officexr, 9th Black Watlch, received woxd that the
Black Watch, Camerons and Seaforths, reinforced by 10th Goxdon

Highlanders were advancing up the western slope of Hill 70. On

reaching the summit the Highlandexrs found it lightly defended.

Passing over a half-finished redoubt, the leading elements
CHMECITEBItligede davanceasliope x| the hill, Idzxiving thesGezmnan

aisHRelaGlesSEbeifio reM them . AHovever, ! ldue || tol ithellclondilsedy inattilatie ftv
the fighting, lack of obvious landmarks, and the large numbex of

officers and non-commissioned officers who had become casualties,
the attacking units became increasingly fragmented.

Lxposed to heavy fivre from the Dynamitiére, a group of houses on
the southexrn slope, and the Cité St Auguste, the few survivors
welrelclomgenslieci ol Talll iback tolthe wedoubt on Gop jofl vhe fhalvles
Recounting the attack, a PFalkirk soldier with 10th Goxrdons, told
how ‘every window was lined with machine guns. That’'s where we
SOIISITCE e dug fourselwels iEnro . the (trenching 'in faiflyailisio
ireciaraiicinaaslicilid thed place ! fToiquite allong thinme, bulbijfolnmifles
Wesenouse ragainst such a numbexr of' machine jguns. Theiaibeing
Inivheihouseis, too, gave them s great advantage ovexr! usiiniiviie
open... e had to retire about 100 yards and take up a position
onilthe i xow off the hilp’ .4

-~ | 3 3 - M B el | . ANLE
Efthscincate =macienes fulllige awaeiol g1 (w0 5| strategic
ersellfdieiselm itn ed Sal e TSN S T il dy | bel|l el af sty

significance and wex

‘Hibtory’ s il i Lt (Scottish) Division describes the nature
of the struggle. tRedoubling theix effoxrts, the enemy, sweps
illae M eleie | @it e kil

aiRcEh e cCStic hime d ild. meyilofo PHEY 4 fh. (and 46 bhNeBE e clcls

WP ga n U elie v i Esle . andfinsichiiine < sty
empeithieasedoubitfionly, to be! drivien baek, anchaboutfe

fincimgsi tianiinmpossible task,!!whagwas left of  boichllibe
began to retire.¥ -

39 R. Buins, Once a Camexon Highlandex (West Sussex, 2000), 4i.

40 The Midlané Daily Telegraph, Satuxdéay, 2 Octobex e 0

41 Dumfries and Galloway Saturday Standaxrd, Saturday, 2 Octob

42 The Falkirk Herald and Scottish Midlands Journal, Saturda

4% J. Stewart and J. Bunchan, The Fifteenth (Scottish) Divi

(Bdinburgh, 1926), 38.
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MANY YEARS LIVED IK 14 HOURS

Pinally, oxdexrs were given to consolidate the position and dig
,

EinomncNEin eI S i belitow ‘e wesitern crestiiofl the, ik
. — . 8o 4 - - S g - L) oA e ~ ’.
Private Liddell, 7th Cameron Highldnders, compared 44th Brigade s

tenacious defence of Hill 70 with one of the greatest examples
of Scottish military valouxr. ‘The Thin Red Line was a glorious
thing but [the thin line of thel Brigade on Hill 70 was &as.glorious
if not, moxe 50, holding at 'bay thousands of Germans...

We stuck on the Hill for 14 hours, and I lived many years in that
ime’.* The 44th Brigade had captured some four lines of German
trenches,hoosiwvillage, and was holding the westexn crest jof HILL
OGNt SR CEBISISIeEBlipie wic enitdE it 5! overalll' \[strength . FEL

no \concutHenioRcontinue |to hiold its gains.-for |a prolons
and was relieved in the early hours of 26 Septembex.

The GeasnBlack Watchifhad gone

action with some 940 men. Whern
eI Bl tosophe 1at  3.50, aent
omdsaaloolt @5 retuined.

= 1 ) SRR e o ¢ ST
In the opinion of Majoxr Stewaxrt, By God s

4

- ’ 15 o - ~ TR e N > o ' .
ST Es o clenitiiicaBicligrc en', e native ‘ot 0Old Eilpatidick! im

Dunbaxtonshire, was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal fox
hig part in the battle. Describing the moining of 26 Septembex,
he wrote ‘About a company was gathered togethexr, out of a whole
battalion. An English regiment relieved them, and when what was
lefitof Whe 9thiBlack Watch got back to Quality Stzeet kwhere
the charge started) the Guards thought they were a company of
some regiment. when told that they wexre all that remained of

a' battalion tears could be seen in many a stalwart Suardsman’ s
eyes’.“‘G The 9th Black Wwatch had suffexred the heaviest
casualties of any battalion of the regiment in any conflict.
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o

On visiting the battlefield some few days later, Brigadier=General

He nagyuBlanNBIier: nadel fthe following obiserwations.

‘In front of the remains of that work known as the ‘Lens
Road Redoubt’, the dead Highlanders, in Black Watch taxrtan,
iohaRvea it hilc kAN one place, about, 40 yaxrds squaie, | onlkhe
eGSO SThieRsdidig el iand | just In" Dront jof jthe enemy’s
e B IR CaNclieISIoN cilolsicl It hralt  iimawa s a1 fficulibl o nsiten
beliwweentthemesMlevertheless the survisvors had swept lon'and
through the German lines. As I looked on the smashed and
riven)igzoundsthe tangled belt of Wwire still not completvely
cut, and the thick swathes of dead, every man lying as he
hac fallen, face to the enemy, I was amazed when I thought
cElidheiitnclomgEe abilier i relsid Sitiible "spixit which those
newly raised units of the ‘New Armies’ mnust PloSSES S o
enable them to continue theix advance aftex sustaining

’
such losses o7

4 44, Dafily Recoxrd and Mail, Tuesday, iZ2 Octobexr 1015, 6

Rlack Wateh Castle and luseum, B#WwA 0171 Majoxr J. Stewart, Diaxry, 30 Septembexr 1015
TEF Rogtwounday, 27 Febaguary 1016, 7.

J. Stewaxrt and J. Bunchan, The Pifteenth (Scottish) Division 10i4-10Ci0

(Béinbuxgh, 1926)," 49

29
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MOST CONSPICUQUS BRAVERY

Despiite ivhellsaerifice J4vhilland! 6ol Brigades, HHL LITEORESemesmiciat

in Gexman hands. The

il (iSelotitdishy) Division’s 45th B:igade,
comprising 15th Royal Scots, 7th Royal Scots Pusiliers, and

Rl TihsEass eI na S suiphe rl and: Highllanders, | was givien  responsitbaitiicy
for\itslcapture. Thelassaultlbegdn at 9.00 a.m. onl Sunday,

26 Septembexr, but the attackers found it imposbible 1110 pOmEE e
Germans from the redoubt, and were eventually forced to retire

g

During fthe laction Private Robert Dunsire, 13th Royal Scots,

& mimept 'SR REEckhaven win Fife, rescued two K wolnded, meRiisign
between the firing lines, under continuous enemy fire. L (eyzheko (b
tell you how I escaped being hit, as I was a good target running
about 100 yards with a man on my back’.* When a senior officer
congratwligveaTnimion his condauct, Dunsire replied ‘anybc

have Gone the same’ .*° He .would zeceive the Victoria Cross fox |

- € & ’
his | mosiaicionspicuous bravery' . #

THE VICTORIA CROSS

Thie || infvslaplitve 'wais, now wWith the German defenders, and in amn
attenmpt to salvage the situation Lieutenant-=Colonel Angus

Douglas Hamilton, the 54 yeaxr old commanding officexr of 6th |
Camexonsy: personally led his battalion agaimst Hill 70 on foux
occasions before he was mortally wounded. With the word:s &
get up, I must get up!’, he passed away.”® Douglas Hamilton was
awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross for his selfless gallantiy,

one of five awarded to Scots for the battle of Loos.

Further noxth, 9th (Scottish) Division were also enduring
comenNceunucENeittvacicSaIn e ine xpea@nced 75 rd Brigades,

2 i Daats o lileldesterl dle e d | 26t Bitlgadie on 26/ 'Septiemblez)

but were soon in difficulties. Fosse FNo. 8 was recaptured on

27 Septembexr, and the enemy now threatened the Hohenzollexrn
Redoubt. Captain Fergus Bowes—-Lyon, 8th Black watch, fourth

sonliof “the larlfiof UStrathmore, with a small composite foxrce
oIl Black ‘Watch and '5th Camerons, was sent forward to secuxe
the ground. He successfully stopped the German advance but was

killed in a bombing attack.” TLater, 26th Brigade would hold
CHiesiEo Nen soilille T riiedoubit undes he ayy ehaapned | file junt 1l Eellieela

early on the morning of 28 Septembex.

48 The ¥dinburgh Evening Fewsy Saturday, 20 Fovembexr 1915, 4.
49 Ibid.
0 J. StewWart and J. Bunchan, ThewPifteenth (Scottish) Division 1

-1019 (Bdaivburgh, 1926/, w4

Vol. 111 (London,«#'026),* 1 J&

i M. &. Wauchope,” A Bisbowy of wbhe "Black Watch in the Great wax,




Robert Dunsire VC
13TH BATTALION OF
THE ROYAL SCOTS

Robexrt anderson Dunsizre VC, ‘signed

up oxl 6 January 19i5-along with

many men in Denbeath, where he

isizelcilis U BT S Wi et iigities i van g

Hesblecame MRl et e - Dunsixe

(18274) of 13th Battalion of The

PotveiisiS co tisl. S Ty e Battalion s first serious action was

SinPhie’ Battle of Loos.uDay. 2 witnessed Robexrt Dunsire pexrforn

an act of conspicuous bravery carrying a wounded man to safetly
grscullasight lof Yeneny five. tBudstded to' him being-awazded the

HEale gnoe MOl Tefcgd

L, o . { o N § A a
I got undeineath him (the wounded man,) and struggled to

ny knees and then to my feet. By this time the Germans had

spotted me and machine guns and rifles wezne going galore,
while the shells were bursting overhead. It was. impossible
torun with this man, as his' injured leg was dangling ¥

_Gown, and any attempt to run on my part made the pain of
his wounds unbeazable. I 5tooé; therefole,  afgoodetai et
foxr the Germans, but it just seemed as if the Loxd, in

His good providence, was looking after me.

I"got to within 25 yards from our own trenches when I
had' to let him drop, as it was impossible for me .to catiy
him furthers I asked one of my pals, a north country
chapMecalled{Dewas and a reailly good felloWw, tol laelpyiae
bring him din the remaining Gistance, and this we bafely
gecomplished. «Both tHe ‘men I brought in belonged ‘tor ths
oSt Ygrksh e Regimenty 50¢I, didnot know them, "neptliees
have, I heaxrd ianything since.’

’ - - - - ) ~ B
Robext s VC was announced in The London Gazette on 18 Novembex
1915, and he went to Buckingham Palace to receive his VC medal

s has

EromPihing ‘George Vion 7 December 19154 He, Lold a newspapex

“ E W (i A - . .
Teporver  Oh, itiwas naethin | ata..I.couldnge let the puir chaps
g 2 e g ”
lie there on the brae withoot makin an attempt to help then.

SaGly, just after 7pm on 30%Wanuary 1916, Robexrt was
Severely injured by a German trench mortan was
declared dead shortly afterwards.
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ADVANTAGE

The two Scottish New Aimy Divisions pexrformed magnificently
cniChichizashiopivhiS Mot el i el T chie nelxy wolunte e 2 Sh v
Leguliamiendalveraitorialyjcountespasts, 'who participate

battle, were justifiably proud of their achievemen
et os sels the men had

flomiesned iithe  highlstandaras ol
B hoisliEEahe Cite d of, e \Scottish  sol

Lance=Coxpoxral Paddy Fee, 1ith Argyll and Sutherland

Highlanders, a former amateur boxing champion, wrote
often bragged about my Irish blood, after that gloric
265t T SvEISIESOITaRR IR Walst aliSeidic sman. boxn, Lo jthey foy
day. like hekzoes and Qe e WS ing itios sk aibies

al

. . o ) ) o . .
PrivabelOHESISophie 2 Reelkiel (L0th Gordons), 'had & simile

<3 Q ) | ) 3 LI 1 £ s ¥ 4 1
of the Sgotsl contribution. kvexything was a great st
EndincteIpsERcEiel thellltire nehels tigdken, s but!|soon| we |cap

vl 1 g o cEDERsienie e sh gaillore st and fdp . the Hill, asionlylE

ot ¥ ’
can go .- !

lance=Coxrpoxral Philip Kexx, 8th Seaforth Highlanders, €

with Longecxoft Thistle, was of the same  opinion. ‘I believe we

have made a great name. We wexre left pretty much to ourselves, anad

wulisayisea o o) vhielindividual ScotoishyHighlandex' that
EERGionersihieEscliive el horde s ot WGermans' 'Kilil eld) 1 dtitwe

awful. There will be a lot of sad homes in bonnie Scotland; but,

thank God, I am a Scotsman — they are bonnie fechiers...

The Germans are afraid of the ‘kilties’’ .5

TneraciEiSHn oM obicaRtidcstastie iment wessehEonvineed llof thems

reputation as ‘The Ladies from Hell'. In a letter to his sistex,
S RonS e HEEONN SN C th "Black | Watch; a Dumfries” s'¢ldiesy

.

] 5 5 ‘A 9l . ¥ d = & L
3 his. battalion s role in events. The Germans have.a

. o 3 . 1 55 » 3
dealdModt thes Black =fdteh boys '«°° The men- felt | al'unique
1 their regiments. FNotwithstanding its losses, an officex

o ~ A et - o o T E R L - LIy ek 5
ined the spirit of the 8th Seafoxrths is undaunted .7°

52 The Fife Free Press, Saturday, 6 Novembexr 1 29

5% 'The Southexn Repoxrter, Thursday, 7 Octobexr 1915, 6.

54 Daily Recoxrd and lMail,, Tuesday, 12 Octobexr 1915, 6.

55, “Duime | G Galloway Saturday Standard, Saturday, Q@ Octobex 1 Q.
56 Galloway Sauu‘aay Standard, Saturday, 6 November 10i5, 8.




eI L e d UGB 22 66 e FREIG L O 1T, - an Bllgahi yatt ol Swodiddese
wrote, ‘There is only one thing I should like to say.
I am proud to belong'to the 8th Battalion, which has
Kept up the straditions, of ‘the Hamous Black Watche
Scotsmen proved their worth last Saturday, Sunday and
I»londzzty".:T Reflécting on bhe losses incurred, in the
baticle het was, similaxly bullishe

‘I am only sorry to say that Scotland paid heavily
for the advance, and so did some of the English
regiments, but the Scotsmen died fighting’.® These
sentiments "are evident in Lieubtenant-Colonel Lloyd s

speech to the remnants of 9th Black Wwatch.
‘My comrades ... just about a year ago, when
were fixst formed into a battalion, 'welhoped
bieablie, ibyiot iy ic.anduc 6, e p:ove'ou:belveb
'any rate worthy descendants of ouxr two great

ol e ahaliptalsl .on Sy Labnel #272in gl an disrhie

And now, whenever you look back on Satuxrday,

LT T T the ZotnSeptenber 19157 you-will-dosso with

‘f econscious pxride, that not only have you' pzoved
yourselves trustworthy, and upheld those gireat
treditions,-but:that on the very frst fday the
9th Battalion went into action they themselves

wrote a fresh and glorious page in the histozy
of the regiment; and what more could man

LT

Soa T T

In the opinion of Sexrgeant A. Wright, a Mothexwell

man in the 9th Sordoms,: It was the flower ‘of

bcotvland who led the charge, and carried it through
successfully. Wwhen I say the flower of Scotland, "I
mean the young men of Scotland, who are just in

their prime and never soldiered before . The fighting
Bk o Futie s Seeibishasolalle s iwls STl 1 | Merysnue

intacte.

-1

Perthshire Advertiser and Strathmore Herald, Saturday, 9 October 1915, 358

Ibid.
The Evening Telegraph and Post, Monday, 1l Octobexr 1915, 1.

The Mothexwell Times, Friday, 29 Ociobexr 1915, 7.
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A MISSED OPPORTUNITY

Howevei, on reflection, '1Loos wWas,

something of a missed opportunitye.

EERsEs Tl Divisions: wele oo el Mo
elre battile:-aréa.

Oviescrowding in the rear of the British line made any
eement ‘gifficult, and the roads leading stol ' the! frontuline

o

were heavily congested.’ Bul most significantly, failuzre
PRGSO .0y resexrves wasJtdown to.tensions betweentthes:
BEiae Gy in -Chief of the BEER,; Siz John Frenchi, anc his
Eblosd inate, 'Haig, ovexr who'should, contxol them duringiitiae
ERRAIE s Whether 'theix speedy release to Haig Wwopldiheie
nmade Bnyldififerencefto iew ol tcome wlibe] 295 epiemb e
~a moot point, but FPrench s delay played a contributoxry
role in his removal and replacement by Haig.®

61 X Coxzigan, Loos 1915: The Unwanted Battle (Stxoud, 2006}, ld4d.
Royle, Vi 2007) 903
Coxrigan, Toos 1915: The Unwanted Battle (Stroudy 2006); 116
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THE DEATH TALLY

The battle would continue until 13 Octobexr 1915, but any hopes
tede ) Seouishl

for a major breakthrough had long since evapor
regiments would participate in the later stages of opexrations,

pLg

but it was their disproportionate contribution to the ‘greau
advance’ on 25 September that sees, Loos justifiably ranke

a Scotitish battle.

EhcssiiiGiiciisiarsilyMirefle cit e diiin | thie exitensive easualby’ retiinsis
Official souxrces recoird some 470 officer and 15,000 othexr rank
casualithiciSMonistlich 1

Stlic ay fofethe battle; lalthough yiNnasbeeyl
suggested that the figure could have been as high as 19,000.°°
Because Scottish Divisions wexre making the main attacks, they
suffered paxticularly heavily.’® The Sth (Scottish) Division
sustained some 5,868 casualties, while 15th (Scottish) Division

lost 6,606 men killed ox wounded.®” Both 9th and 15th Divisions

h
lost monelmenion 25 September 1915, than the average numbez of
deaths peridivicion on the first day of the Battle of the fSomme,

the worst day in the history of the British army.®
0f the twelve battalions which lost moxe than 500 casualties,

I3 2

eight were Scottish.®” Major John Stewairt, second—in-—-command,

Y - 3 = s o Yy ¥ 44 %= ’ . . 4
oth ‘Black Watch, left a detailed account of the battle s impact
on his battalion.

‘e stayed at Mazingaxbe all the Z27th, a few men dribbled
S RO WHERI RO hete’ thely ‘hagdfbeen withiothen unitsl
bultit was a'mexre, remnant that was left. In ally counting
tramsport, details on ‘othexr jobs etc., we mustered 8§
officexrs and 3<6 men; out of the officers only two canme
back (Lloyé ané myself) the othexr six we had were made
piofgpinie] Jave haeh Ledt behindsiiche Q. May'and jiplie Taansposit
Officer, and out of our 326, about 250 had been through the
battle, and, about 60 of these had slight wounds; we,went
into action about 20 officers and about 200 othex ranks,
butithoughiour L os5sEs \wexne heavy, we aid oux jobs a1l
right and the K Battalion of The Black wWwatch well upheld

SRR \f 3 3¢
the traditions of The Regiment. °°

65 N. Lloyd, Toos 1915 (Stroud, 2006), 156.

G Db aldRe 157 .

65 P IR, 1571,

66, Ibid, 156; G4 G i

GVTE. Royllell The JR1ove |

68 Black watch Castle ang Museum, 3BiWa O Majoxr J. Stewart, Diaxry, 30 Septembexr L915.
69 D ies and Galloway Satuxday Standaxd, Saturday 6 Novembexr 1915, 8.

70 Ibid,. %<.

Tlel. Hay, ThewnFF#bt Hund¥ed Thousand (Edinburgh, 1915)
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This wasrfar from unusuale. The 8th Black Watch lost almost
seventy-five pexr cent of its strength, while an officer with 8th
Seaforths wrote ‘We went into the "fight 21 combatant officexrs;

we ‘came out 2. We went in 1000 men; we came out 300..." The dead

— "wellWthel deald died gallantly and splendidly — and theyl ldiea
for Britain. % The number of Scols who lost their lives al Loos
i3 difficult to calculate with xeal accuracy, but it has been

suggested that one in three of ovex twenity thousard names on

the memoxrial to the nissing at Loog iz that of a Scot.™

my L YR L St o 4 e k] 7 + ey s s e d
Th attle 8 1 s8ct on Se¢  .and was « aguently irised
by the wrzitexr Ian Hay who seived at Loos, which p ided the

ovi
L | £ - M) S N -1 N - 2
ook ‘The First Hundred Thousand’ . He wrote

o'

backdrop to his

¢ o s Y 4 ¥ 3 k| 5 oo o "
never a Scottish regiment comes undexr five but tvhe whole

SR eloftiieinal If elc s lie S clo il 2 d V1S omalil | € row shilioS oL e i

eGSO Wb~ S ety (it s piiive yin | Bepyficiksh ey amiahi it

mar who has died nay have come from Skye; bul his nrane
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THE MASSIVE EFFECT BACK HOMNME

Few areas in Scotland were unaffected by the battle, some faxr
moxe thantothexs. Hanilies| were devastateds Mz anddbaosiiRbcrand

Dunnos2atiBalmasnock [Road, 'Glasgow,, lost |[thiee SonsHeniistanc -6

' :

Septembexr.?”™ The youngest, Col MacDonald Dunn, was sexving with

Oth Cameronians at the time of his death. His%eldex brothexrs,

Archibald and Richaxd Dunn, were both sexrving with 6th Camexon

Highlanders. The names of all three brothers appeaxr on the Loos
Memoxial. Local newspapexrs were strewn with obituaries,, accounts
ofWihe ‘battle, and letters from friends and relatives despesate
foxfany news of missing soldiers.

The date became seared in Scotland’s collective memory. Dundee
arranged a memorial service for 4th Black Watch, ‘Dundee’s Own’,
in St Mary’s on 6 October 1915, a day ‘set apart by the city for
giving public expression to the sorrow and pride with which the
recent victory in Flanders had endowed i Tt

Helclhisiegiaivhiel annive¥sazy of  Loos had |dllpartieullarffesonance i
Dundee. On Sunday,'ZS September 19021, an open-aixr commemorative
sieviicleilon! MagdaleniGreen mazked jthe occasion. EheRevierend
Mr Bruce ‘reminded those paesent | thatulsixllyeazSiiglsodithiait éay
pheNdead wexre lying in grgeit’ numbers, on the field ofifoos. These
el WS ToRININb erat v, andtiwe lowedigirdaeep deb tof VghejGatideiine
them’.™ This debt saw the Loos anniversary/ occupy’a peominent
o, zie) e il al Scotland’s annual calendar in the immediate post=wazr
decadegs until the renewal of hostilities in 1939.

Lach Septembexr Dundee’s ex-service associations staged a
eI Sir cnaiciailldi=nnliclad iisehviic eilfinsbuahio pel. Parkstilihils solemn
act of remembrance was repeated in communities across the
countaylel Butiiitawas Dundee s Wwar Memoxrial, unveiled on 16 MNay
ez thasipeoved a lasting monument, to the Battle of Loos. ¢The
[BEsonzeibEsalzlte S LI TSt sunnit, 'anl

pisyilitilegell ‘anniversary to  comme;

K

25 Septembexr 19015, ‘her fallen h
VeroutbiiceniEa e hichifshitio £l Dundeerl! ol
of the men who went ‘over the hi
tribute to all who gave their 1i

Daily Recoxd and lMail, Tuesday, 26 Octobexr 1915, 3.

AT W O L " i) L
People s Journal, Saturday, 9 Octobei 1915,

e}
o

The Couxrier and Argus, Monday, 26 Septembexr 1921, 3.

’ Y . 3 o R~
People s Jouxrnal, Saturday, 9 Octobexr 1915, 9.

T. Royle, The Plowexrs of the Foxest (Edinburgh, 2007), 9l.
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The Royal Flying Corps in the
Battle of Loos

S i T 5 WS U E s e e e
BBy Deprenbend9L5 cther ovedall strength of the RogaliFlying
1 Coxps (RFC) had increased to 12 Squadrons and 161 aircraft.
The main role of the aixcraft was reconnaissance although
some squadrons would fly missions to bomb railway tracks and
other lines of communication.

EER e TSt time in Wwl the RFECfwas notedifoiTeposit ing
accurate information on artillery falls of shot, thus saving
RO eands. of costly shells During the first few days of the
battle, the RFC target-marking squadrons with their-recently
SO Ed alr <to ground ' radios ‘and bettexr cameras helped
ensure that German taxrgets were heavily pounded by the

BEERU Sh axrtillexy.

Adreraft carried out multiple soxrties, . dropping many
'lOO-pound bombs on German troops, trains and marshalling
yardse " During’ the aixr battle,. theusuperior German fighter,| ‘the
“Pokker Scourge" beganto, have van, €ffect,.on allied aiweaaiioy
howevexr, the impact rity was diminished
by their doctrinal Teluctance to risk their pilots being
eepturea by fighting oven Allied theldl texritoxyl.




Text edited by Stuart Delves from original text by Dr Derek John Patrick
of the University of Du
verificat@#ns of facts by Trevor Royle and Sir Hew Strachan.

e. With grateful thanks foxr contributio and

Text on page 43 by Group Captain Bob Eemp CBE.

We also acknowledge the input of the Greal War Dundee Commemorative
Project team with particular thanks to Dr Billy Kenefick, Senioxr Histoxy
Tecpuicomin *the  Schgol of Humanities, University .of Dundee; 'and Judy
Dobbie, Head of Library and Information Sexrvices, Leisure and Culture
Dundee.
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domain unless otherwise stated below. These images were donated by the
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